
SAT Writing and Language Test Practice Paper 3 

The following passage is used for the next 15 questions. Read the passage and answer 

question <1> 

DIRECTIONS: In the passage below, certain phrases are underlined and numbered <x>. The 
question will present alternatives for the underlined part.  In most cases. you are to choose the one 
that best expresses the idea, makes the statement appropriate for standard written English, or is 
worded most consistently with the style and tone of the passage as a whole. If you think the original 
version is the best, choose "NO CHANGE". 

Rio de Janeiro 

[1] 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil is a fantastic place to visit. It’s alarming <1>that Rio is called the “Wonderful 
City.” Beaches, mountains, and forests await its visitors, who can tour for days and still not 
experience everything the city has to offer. When I visit, I always have a great time with my 
boyfriend. <2>At the end of a busy day exploring nature, gloomy <3>travelers can unwind at one of 
the beachfront hotspots for coconut water and live samba music. 

[2] 
Rio’s most famed attractions are Sugarloaf Mountain and Christ the Redeemer 
statue. However, <4>these destinations welcome over 2.8 million international tourists each year. 
Sugarloaf Mountain is located in the city’s south zone right near to the vast Atlantic Ocean. <5>Its 
peak is at 1300 feet, and accessible by two cable cars that take less than five minutes to arrive. 
Visitors enjoy 360-degree panoramic views of Rio, and can shop or dine at several locations on the 
mountain. 

[3] 
(1) Christ the Redeemer stands on the Corcovado Mountain, recently named one of the new seven 
wonders of the world. (2) With arms outstretched, the concrete Christ was built between 1922 and 
1931, to resemble embracing the people of Rio. (3) Millions of tourists recreate the attraction by 
taking photos on its pedestal with their own arms outstretched. (4) The statue’s pedestal is over 26 
feet high, while the statue itself is nearly 100 feet high.<6> 

[4] 
There are so many amazing sites to see! <7>Fort Copacabana is a military base and history 
museum that sits at the south end of Copacabana beach and divides the neighborhood from 
Ipanema. Visitors explored <8>galleries filled with original military memorabilia from the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. There are also exhibits featuring indigenous artwork from 
some of Brazil’s 2000 native tribes. These relics are important for Brazilian history, and tourists 
are nevertheless blown away <9>at their historical significance. 

[5] 
Another great place to visit, and for learning about Brazilian history <10>is the Botanical Gardens, 
built in 1808 by King John VI of Portugal. Children especially enjoy this 346-acre park, which is 
home to 6500 species of plants and trees and 140 species of birds. Kid-friendly areas are 
designated for picnics and games, and monkeys that roam the grounds often entertain children by 
swinging from tree to tree or rummaging for leftover food in the park’s trash bins.<11> 



[6] 
After a busy day of sightseeing Rio’s natural settings, because <12>tourists sit at beachfront drink 
stands and enjoy coconut water sipped from the fruit. Local musicians wander the sands playing 
Brazilian samba music each night. The sounds of tamborims, surdos, and agogos delight visitors, 
who, dance <13>all night long to the sounds <14>under the Copacabana moonlight. 

1. 

NO CHANGE 

It’s no wonder 

Its not all that alarming, really 

It’s a surprise 

2. 

 

NO CHANGE 

Couples always have a great time when visiting Brazil. 

When I visit, my boyfriend and I always have a great time. 

OMIT the underlined portion. 

3. 

 

NO CHANGE 

Tired 

Angry 

Overheated 

4. 

 

NO CHANGE 

For instance, 

Also, 

In fact, 

5. 



 

NO CHANGE 

near the Atlantic Ocean 

close to the vast Atlantic Ocean 

at the heart of the Atlantic Ocean 

6. 

Sentence 4 (in paragraph 3) should be 

 

placed where it is now 

placed at the beginning of the paragraph. 

placed after sentence 1 

OMITTED 

7. Which of the following sentences is the best transition from 

Paragraph 3 to Paragraph 4? 

 

NO CHANGE 

Tourists to Rio can do many engaging things. 

In addition to natural attractions, Rio de Janeiro has tourist sites for discovering 

Brazil’s historical legacy. 

When I was in Brazil, my favorite places to visit were historical ones. 

8.  

 

NO CHANGE 

can explore 

will be exploring 

have been exploring 

9. 



 

NO CHANGE 

amazed 

always shocked 

only slightly impressed 

10. 

 

NO CHANGE 

history; 

history— 

history, 

11. Would it fit with Paragraph 5 for the author to include a sentence 
about the types of monkeys that live in the Botanical Gardens? 

 

Yes, because tourists who visit natural settings are always interested in wildlife. 

Yes, because more information is always helpful. 

No, because this information does not fit with the main topic of the passage. 

No, because tourists to Brazil are not interested in what animals live in the country. 

12. 

 

NO CHANGE 

even though 

thus, 

OMIT the underlined portion 

13. 

 

NO CHANGE 

visitors: who dance 



visitors who dance, 

visitors, who dance 

14. 

NO CHANGE 

while listening to the sounds 

to the instrumental sounds 

OMIT the underlined portion 


