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Here is a rundown of this chapter to help you quickly revise A Long Walk to Freedom by Nelson
Mandela:

● The chapter Nelson Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom starts with Nelson Mandela talking
about how it is a beautiful day for the country since they are getting their first non-white
democratically elected government. He then tells the names of the people who become
deputy Presidents before he takes his oath as the president in the presence of foreign
dignitaries, people of his beloved country, the army officials and his daughter – Zenani.

● This beautiful grand inauguration was the first largest gathering of international leaders
in South Africa. His first speech as the president of South Africa hails this glorious
moment as the victory of justice, peace and human dignity, which has been achieved
with great difficulty after a very long fight against Apartheid. He concludes the speech by
pledging to uplift his country's people from poverty, deprivation, suffering, and
discrimination.

● He also describes all the beautiful things that happen in the ceremony, like the show that
jets, troop carriers and helicopters do with beautiful stunts and colours of the African
national flag. When the defence forces and police salute and pledge loyalty to him, he is
mindful of how far they have come because a few years before this day, the same
officers would have arrested him instead of saluting him. The 2 national anthems playing
with the whites singing the African and the Africans singing the anthem, which the state
previously used, symbolized the harmony and peace he wanted to see in his country.

● Mandela seems a little overwhelmed when he takes his contemporary fighters' names
who worked and sacrificed for their country’s freedom and this day. He feels he is “the
total of all the African patriots” who came before him and is saddened that he cannot
personally thank them for all that they did for the country. He says he is no more virtuous
or self-sacrificing than the next man, but he discovered that he could not enjoy whatever
little freedom he had with the knowledge that his people were not free either.


