
Essay on Sustainable Development

Sustainable Development has become a controversial topic in today’s world. If we take the
example of India, its relevance can be seen surrounded by big dams and mega projects related
to the growth and development of the country. Environmental degeneration is exponentially
increasing due to all these activities clubbed with exercises such as over-grazing, global
warming, deforestation, forest fire, etc. Thus shifting to sustainable development methods and
technologies has become a need of the hour.

What is sustainable development? A report issued by the World Commission on Environment
and Development issued a report – Our Common Future (1987) which defined sustainable
development as –  “development which meets the needs of the present without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs”. One major thing to understand here is
that sustainable development does not talk about shifting to the pre-industrial era, but promotes
alternative ways of working that preserve the environment.

The environment was earlier treated as a source of law material by various industries and
businesses. But restoring a balance between development and conservation of surroundings
can help in the reduction of global climatic changes like ozone depletion, water crises,
population, species loss and deforestation. Strict Environment laws have been created by the
countries which are now being implemented across the globe with the help of state and
volunteers. NGOs play an important role in reducing this number to a great extent.


